Queen Victoria was one of the longest rulers in history, and one of the few British women to carry a nation from near revolution to empire in the course of her lifetime. With such an impressive longevity, the Queen saw many events pass by, and experienced many important landmarks in her own life as well.
and as a worthy symbol of Britain.
2 Historians such as Dennison, Kinzler, Plowden, Ward, Williams, Wilson, and even screenwriter Fellowes, argued that Victoria was a vivacious spirit who loved her husband, but kept the upper hand over his influence, and mourned his death with in full sanity. 3 These psychohistorians blamed her character flaws on her structured and sheltered childhood, and on the moral views of Victorian England in terms of marriage and death, to which she entertained for the sake of the people she represented. 4 Other historians, mainly men from the 20 th century such as Bolitho, Guedalla, Raymond, Strachey, Woodham-Smith, and those who edited her published letters and journals posthumously, viewed Victoria as a weak, confused, stubborn, and sometimes mad woman who had to be led her entire life by men who helped her make decisions. 5 Her paramount role as a wife and mother was lost too soon in the untimely death of her husband, after which she was constantly in a state of depression, being an increasingly ineffective monarch until her death.
6 Queen Victoria's biographies are told with a psychohistory historiographical view in mind, yet they all seem to differ in various ways. There are certain events throughout her reign that have different causes and effects, depending on the historian's view and how they choose to portray Victoria: her childhood, ascension to the throne, marriage, motherhood, and death of her hus- development. 13 Psychohistory was controversial because it was largely speculative. Psychoanalysis relied heavily on evidence of one's childhood, and not every historical figure has such evidence readily accessible or available. Thus, the main critique of psychohistory was that it became too subjective, rather than objective, because the author had to write in their own interpretations as fact. 14 This was dangerous territory for a historian wishing to be as accurate as possible, especially for such a large historical figure.
Queen Victoria was a fascinating character who has a plethora of evidence about her childhood, being closely guarded as William IV's only heir to the throne. 15 Her unusually long reign during a time of high advancement of Western civilization made her an intriguing and provoking object of study.
16
Her nine children and rather exaggerated mourning of her husband Albert implied mental issues that can be interpreted using psychoanalysis.
17
Victoria's role as a woman in power during an era of strict sexual repression was curious from a Freudian perspective. He held the argument that women were only good for providing a sexual outlet for men and that women held power over men only because they lust for aggression and dominance, sexually. 18 This theory was widely dismissed as misogynistic by gender theorists and feminists, but it nonetheless persisted in the field of psychohistory, however convoluted and unconscious it may be.
Psychoanalysis was the only field that can truly delve into the underlying issues behind Queen Victoria's psychological behavior, yet there were other options in which historians could interpret her life and impact in a larger historical context. 19 There was an outpouring of biographies and studies on her life in the mid-20 th century as psychoanalysis became more accepted in the academic such a way that they themselves were, in effect, ruling through her, since she was a weak woman, led by emotion rather than fact. 42 Recent biographers side with a more feminist view that Victoria was her own woman, with her own brain and will to rule effectively, were it not for Victorian social conventions.
43
Historians agreed that Victoria longed to be rid of the chains of the Kensington system when she ascended to the throne at age eighteen. 44 The literature of her ascension rings of national rejoicing, a fresh start for the monarchy. 45 Portraiture during her reign depicted a glorious queen-turned-goddess.
Even modern filmmaker Julian Fellowes wished to imitate this portrait in his film
The Young Victoria, as booming angelic choirs herald England's glory. 47 Her diaries were full of the word 'alone' after she ascended the throne; her rebellion against the Kensington system was now in effect. 48 Psychohistorians found ample source material for analysis of her unique childhood.
Victoria's coronation was also described with similar sentiment; her "goodness" in wanting to give her dog his bath was almost always mentioned be- Conroy miserably failed at using his influence to his advantage, which Victoria knew full well. 55 The Viscount Lord Melbourne, Victoria's first Prime
Minister and mentor, was given a tremendous amount of sway over Victoria, according to most male psychohistorians. 56 These authors blame the Kensington system for Victoria's seeming need for male leadership in her life, yet they also praised how amiable of a relationship Victoria and Melbourne had compared to her later Prime Ministers.
57
Psychohistorians almost always imply that Victoria's relationship with Melbourne was more than just a professional one; they shared a level of emotional intimacy that can only come from a man's sexual repression and a woman's in- Williams, Becoming, Guedalla, Mr. Gladstone, Contradictions, had tried similar tactics which failed, she gained full control of her ability to rule despite Melbourne's efforts to control her opinions. 59 The Young Victoria almost achieved this view when she grilled Melbourne to give her statistics on the rising industrial classes, much to his chagrin. 60 The public dislike Lord
Melbourne's influence since he was a member of Parliament and a liberal. 61 The Motherhood was worshipped by the English Victorians; they admired Victoria and constantly labeled her as the "mother of Europe." 67 What most psychohistorians brush past, and what most feminist historians should spend more time with, was Victoria's reaction to having children. She was upset when she discovered she was pregnant, and she found children a hindrance from her work. At one point, she even expresses her desire to abort her pregnancy.
Yet for the sake of the nation, and Victoria's current family on the throne, she is typecast as a mother-figure. Feminist historians would be able to note the marginalization of this role and further extrapolate upon it-how women were always confined to their sexuality and how it affects their public role. Victoria's public role should (if she had her way) be queen, yet, because of her gender, she was labeled as the mother of England.
Victoria's marriage, however ambiguous, came to a sudden close when Albert died in 1861. 69 Psychohistorians noted this date as a major turning point in Victoria's life, one from which she would never fully recover. Certain authors stated that her mourning was justified, as any dutiful wife would have at that time, while others sided with England and said that it was far too drawn out.
70
In either case, psychohistorians question her sanity, as did many of the queen's ministers. 71 Mental illness ran in her family, which gave reason for a psychoanalytical approach, yet a gender power play was present when a woman was described to be mentally ill or hysterical, especially at a time when it would be expected of her to act as such. 72 Much research from a female gender historian is needed for Victoria's latter, post-Albert half of her reign-to discuss her role as a widow and queen, and to understand the uniquely marginalized lifestyle of a woman accused of mental instability. Psychohistorians disregard much of her adult life as a time of insomnia, when her ministers took over power and she was passively labeled as England's representative and "the grandmother 
